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STATE OF WASHINGTON 
KING COUNTY DISTRICT COURT 

West Division, Seattle Courthouse 
       ) 
LORI SOTELO,     )  Case No.  125-2561 
        )  
    Petitioner,  ) DECLARATION OF  
       ) DOUGLASS PARRIS    

v.    ) IN RESPONSE TO   
    ) SOTELO’S MOTION FOR    

DOUGLASS PARRIS,    ) A PROTECTION ORDER 
       )  
    Respondent.  )     
__________________________________________)  
 
 I, Douglass Parris, being over the age of 18 and legally competent to testify to the matters 

set forth hereunder, on oath and subject to the laws of perjury in the State of Washington, with 

personal knowledge of the same, now declare as follows: 

I am a political activist and citizen journalist of some thirty-odd years experience. I have 

been on staff for political campaigns from School Board to U.S. Senate, and written position 

papers, newspaper editorials, campaign literature, and advertising for both print and broadcast 

media. For example, I am the author of the “Little Emily” ads that got national attention in the 

2010 Washington State primary campaign for U.S. Senate. I have been a speaker at several Tea 

Party events, a spokesperson on ballot issues, appeared in debates on Radio, TV, before 
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University forums and community groups and was the single individual chosen by the 

Washington State Delegation to the 1992 National Convention to defend the 1992 Republican 

Party Platform on KVI Radio. I am a former elected representative to the 79-memberWashington 

State Republican Central Committee, have participated in Republican Rules and Platform 

Committees at the State and County levels and was the Snohomish County Rules Committee 

Chair for most of a decade. I am currently on the advisory board of the GOP Liberty Assembly 

and President of the Reagan Wing, executive editor of and lead writer for 

 www.TheReaganWing.com. I have written over a thousand articles in the last eight years on 

Republican Party Politics. 

  Since the inception of the Reagan Wing in 2004 as a vehicle whose primary purpose is 

the reform of the Republican Party, we have covered King County Republican Politics 

intensively, since King County has produced eight of the last ten State Chairs, 24–40 % of the 

delegates to the State Conventions, and is the dominant force in Party Policy and nominations.  

In 2006, I was elected by a greater than 75% majority to represent my 32nd legislative district on 

the King County Platform Committee that was chaired that year by Lori Sotelo. She attempted to 

remove me from the committee, then to pressure me into quitting and after almost two hours of 

parliamentary maneuvering in the first meeting, succeeded in passing a rule within the committee 

to prevent me from transmitting, verbally or in writing, anything that was said during Committee 

meetings so long as it was empanelled. Lori Sotelo has always has always been virulently 

opposed to transparency in the political process. 

   The 2006 Platform Committee worked from February to May, many hours each week and 

from a political perspective, I got to know Ms. Sotelo very well. I am a conservative. She is a 
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political liberal and all her positions for all those months demonstrated it extensively.  She is also 

procedurally unscrupulous, violated the Rules of Order continually, and had the minutes altered.  

  After the expiration of the Committee, when I quoted her comments from that period, she 

lied about her statements because they were directly contrary to majority sentiments in the 

Republican Party and would have hampered her “advancement” to “higher office.” 

  I publically opposed her ascendency to the County Chair position and her reelection three 

times. I have written about her political activities, including what I (and many other citizens of 

King County) regard to be multiple acts of perjury and other violations of law in addition to 

many violations of Republican rules.   

  She despises my First Amendment protected reporting of her activities. 

  Since August of 2007, the year we moved the website to a blog format, among our 15 

authors we have written about Sotelo and her opposition to our beliefs 76 times or more. Every 

article on TheReaganWing.com is illustrated as a matter of style policy, with at least one 

photograph. We have fewer than ten original photographs of Ms. Sotelo with which to illustrate 

those articles. As a result, I have taken photos of Lori Sotelo, a well-known and easily 

recognized public figure, when it was practical to do so, and only and exclusively in the context 

of her attendance at public political events, when our paths have crossed. She has asserted her 

right not to be photographed, beginning at the Platform Committee “after-party” in 2006, where 

she literally shouted at me for taking a casual photo of the Committee members seated around a 

table in which she feared she might appear.   

On Saturday, May 19, 2012, I attended the Republican Party 2012 State Convention 

Credentials Committee meeting in Moses Lake, where 17 challenges—of which I was the chief 
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writer—to state delegation election credentials, and numerous other, duplicate challenges by 

similarly aggravated victims of procedural violations were subject to adjudication. Nine of the 17 

challenges directly involved Lori Sotelo. Two of those were filed in my name, and had been 

mailed or directly delivered to Lori Sotelo by me. Each of those naming Sotelo alleged improper 

conduct on her part, including violation by her of Republican rules. The filing in the 41st 

legislative district is the third in three consecutive convention cycles in her own district involving 

activities directly under her control and involving improper acts by Ms. Sotelo.  

   During a break in the Platform proceedings, a committee meeting directly adjacent to the 

Credentials Committee in which I was a leader for a large constituency, I noticed Ms. Sotelo 

seated in the Committee room talking with another woman. I attempted to take a single photo for 

the journalistic purposes described above, without flash, and Ms. Sotelo literally shouted “Stop!” 

then, “You don’t have my permission!” and again, “You don’t have my permission!” implying 

that a public figure has the right to censor news photography.  It is clear she had raised her voice 

to intimidate me, as she has intimidated many people into deferring to an imagined authority she 

does not possess, and which, as a matter of fact is the subject of some of the challenge material 

for which I was in Moses Lake. I responded, “louder!” ironically pointing out that my right to 

photograph a public figure in a public place was not subject to the decibel level of any abuser of 

that right.   

On Tuesday morning, May 22, 2012, I received service, at my home, of a restraining 

order Ms. Sotelo obtained by making many false statements. 

In her petition for the order Sotelo asserts: 
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 “Mr. Parris follows me in public and private places taking photographs from a 

distance or up close.”  

I have never followed Ms. Sotelo anywhere, and she has not one shred of evidence 

that I have.  I have never attended any event to photograph her, and although I have been at 

many events where she was also in  attendance, since I am a resident of King County and a full 

time political activist and she is the King County Republican Chair, I have not often 

photographed her. Although I have a first amendment right to go to an event for the sole purpose 

of photographing the object of an article, or to obtain a stock photo, I have never done so.  

“ This last weekend there were many witnesses to his behavior at a private 

meeting.”  

I have never seen Ms. Sotelo in any private place, and her complaint is woefully 

short of documenting such a claim since it is unaccompanied by even a single corroborating 

affidavit. Although Sotelo sometimes asserts that Republican events are “private” and hence 

under her dictatorial control, all those I have attended are open to all Republicans, mandated to 

be public by RNC rule, and I have always attended for reasons other than to see her. The State 

Convention Committee meetings in Moses Lake were not “private meetings,” nor were any of 

the functions within this Convention “private meetings.” Had they been, Ms. Sotelo would not 

have been legitimately in attendance at the Platform Committee meeting since she is neither a 

member nor an officer of that Committee, nor is she philosophically a Republican. By contrast, I 

had multiple reasons to be in attendance at the Credentials Committee meeting in the next room, 

as they adjudicated matters in which I was directly involved, including credentials complaints 

specifically naming Sotelo as a perpetrator of rules violations. 
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  “He has no reason to follow me from place to place other than to harass.”  

It is not possible that Lori Sotelo is unaware of my legitimate reasons to be in Moses 

Lake last Saturday. My challenges of her influence over the 32nd Legislative District caucus and 

my blanket challenge of nine King County caucuses because of her rules violations, ballot fraud, 

and parliamentary bullying, to be adjudicated that day in that place, were filed in my name alone 

and served directly at her office, to her by name and signed for by her personal staff.  

  “His behavior intimidates…other than to intimidate me.”  

The language here, twice repeated, is clearly meant to suggest that Lori thinks there is a 

physical threat to her. This is entirely fabricated for a slanderous implication. I have never 

assaulted or physically threatened anyone. To the contrary, when in 2005, I was assaulted by a 

member of the Young-Sotelo administration executive board, John Wootress, at the KCGOP 

picnic, I did not respond in kind but called to a colleague to get a camera. That threat made him 

stop. If Sotelo is intimidated it is because I know parliamentary procedure and follow it, while 

she ignores it and cheats. The meetings begun in Moses Lake are a forum that could hold her 

accountable for that cheating.  

  “Mr. Parris has no legitimate reason to want to take my photo record or mock 

me…” 

Ms. Sotelo is well aware of the First Amendment reason I have taken her picture (fewer 

than 10 times in 6 years of continually repeated Party contact). When I responded to her loud 

verbal bullying in Moses Lake by saying “louder,” I’m quite certain that her reaction had nothing 

to do with being “intimidated.” That is a fabrication for the court. She was, I’m certain, 



 
DECLARATION OF DOUGLASS PARRIS IN RESPONSE TO SOTELO’S MOTION FOR 
PROTECTION ORDER - 7 

STEPHEN PIDGEON 
Attorney at Law, P.S. 

3002 Colby Avenue, Suite 306 
Everett, Washington 98201 

(425)605-4774 

embarrassed that I was not cowed, that I was not intimidated, and that her outrageous behavior 

was recognized by the Committee attendees for what it was.   

  This restraining order, obtained by repeated perjury, is a direct assault on my rights 

protected by the First Amendment. Each of the above FIVE statements is false and knowingly 

false. The TRO should not be sustained, and attorney’s fees should be awarded for my having to 

defend on this issue. 

 Signed in Shoreline, Washington, this 28th day of May, 2012. 

 

      ____________________________________ 
      Douglass Parris 
 

 

Certificate of Service 
 
The undersigned now certifies that the foregoing   __ by first class mail 
was served on the following:     __ by personal service 

Lori Sotelo      __ by electronic mail 
845 – 106th Avenue NE, #110 
Bellevue, Washington 98004 

This ___ day of May, 2012. 
 
  __________________________ 
  Stephen Pidgeon, WSBA #25265 


